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Maganza La June 22nd, 1864
Dear Wife
You will probably be
somewhat surprised that I write you another letter from
this place so soon. We started from here last Sunday
night at 9 o'clock, went on board of the Splendid Steam-er Gris. Pierce. It was a large river boat would carry
2000 soldiers in good shape, besides 100 horses and rations
feed & etc. etc. It had a magnificent cabin the whole length,
and a good bar where the officers could get liquor for 25 ¢ a
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-ing of the kind if ever so thirsty, as my money is most pla-yed out, and then again it would not pay I have to content
myself with drinking muddy Mississippi water, dipped up
beside dead horses, and Niggers, and all kinds of filth wh
is flung in, but it much better for us then any spring

~ ~~ ~·~ ~~ VJ,61~~~..7~ water that we can get, But when I saw their loaded tables
/-dzAµa,a;;;r~. J'~~~ ;(~a za~ ~ I did feel as though I could not eat my hard tack, but
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was put on board of 7 steamers and we started up the river

/~J_,, a.<?~~~~ A~-~ :fA.e ~ ~~/(Jn,_

10,30 accompanied by a gun boat. We went only about 10 m.
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that night, and landed at Lunica Bend. The Cavalry went
ashore and went out 12 miles scouting through the country to
see if there were any Rebs in force in that vicinity, but
none were found, they captured a few nice horses and
four Rebs. The Infrantry staid on the boat all day. It
was very hot. Towards night Co. E of our Regt. went out and
captured two pigs. At 9 that night we started up the river
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thee. At 4 o'clock in the morning we we reached Fort Adams
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At 5 we went ashore and pitched our shelter tents beside a
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again. I slept on the upper deck with the full moon shining
down upon me, while my thoughts were far with North with

beautiful grove where we staid all day, while the Cavalry
went off scouting. We had heard a large force of Rebs were
in this vicinity planting Batteries, but they were not to
be found. This was the pleasantest place I have seen in
this section. It is situated in the S.E. corner of the State
of Mississippi. There is a very high bluff at the point
where we landed covered with green grass with a number
of beautiful goats and kids, roaming over its summits.
The boys though they would have a little variety in way of rations
and went and killed several Buf Cattle. any generality
of pigs, sheep, geese and chickens, besides helping them
-selves to onions, cucumbers to. We had good feedden this day.
The Scouts came in at 4 P .M. and at 5 went on board of
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the boats, just in season to escape a heavy shower. At sunset
we started down stream, arriving at this place at 11 o&#39;clock.
On the whole we had a pleasant excursion with but little marching
and no fighting. One man was shot by a small band of Garrilla
and wounded in the back. I have not recd a letter from you
for a long time. The mail is very irregular. It seems an age
since I have heard from you. My health is much better then
when I started. My diarhea is now checked. I feel rathe tired
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and sleepy to night as I did not get in bed last night till
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this morning. I must bid you good night may angels
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guard your slumbers to night.
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Thursday mom. It is a beautiful morning. I am feeling
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for 75 ¢per lb. 0 that I could have a good breakfirst, but
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what would last me better, to sit at my own table with my
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family. I dont think there will be much fighting done here
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first rate. We expect to have a review to day It is almost
impossible to buy anything in this vicinity. Butter is selling

this summer. It dont seem as though I could wait to
hear from home, but when I do hear it is old. I feel anxious to
hear how you get along. I hope you will not be sick. Do you
really think Flora has the phthisis. If so I am afraid she
will never be well again in the world. I think her case a
singular one she was so well when young. I dont hear a word
from N.Bfld. I have not seen Lawrance since we first came

The troops are scattered along for 3 or 4 miles. I have not
heard from Gen. Meads army for a long time. I hope he will whip
them out before fall. I want you to write me who is wounded and
killed that I know. Oh what a horrid thing war is, and for all
that how eager some are to be engaged in it. I enclose a
little flower I picked at Fort Adams Mississippi, if
I could have gone off I could have gathered other kinds.
I hope we shall go up the river again I like it better
than staying here in camp all the time.
I write to you so often as once a week and sometimes
twice I dont know when the letters go, I presume you
receive two at a time I must close and go and
get my breakfast, by the way we are to have baked
beans I feel as though I could do justice to them.
Remember me in love to Mother and all the folks, and
all the rest keep for yourself, Keep up good Courage
and all will yet come out well I hope. dont worry
for me.
Your Affectionate Husband
J.Henry Jenks

